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UNITED  STATES  AIR  TORCE 


APO  134,  Kcv,  York,  N.  Y. 

ITiiAG  4 Dec ij:t nbor  1958 

SU?iJECT:  Sightiu,4  of  Unknow n Object 

TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff,  Intelligence 

Headquarters,  USAF 
Washington  25,  D.  C. 

■m 

•r 

In  accordance  with  Para  14  b (2)  AFiR  200-2  dated  5 Febru- 
ary, the  following  letter  is  transmitted. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER; 


f' 


1 Incl 

Ltr  fm  53  rd  We  a 
Recon  Sq,  APO  124, 
N.  Y.  , 2 Doc  53 


m-  .*# 


YTUUIAMB.  HUMPHREY-" 


Captain,  U5AF 

Chief,  Administrative  Services 


53D  IfCATIEER  RECOia':AISGAIiC!i:  SQU/UiRO::  (i-L^lTG) 

United  States  /.ir  Force 
APO  124,  New  yorkj  New  York 


2 Dooornber  IS‘5^ 


SUEoRCT:  Sightin*^  of  Unl:nown  Object 

TO;  Whom  It  May  Concei'n 


1,  Statement  of  Captal 
sighting  of  what  is  beliesred 
in  accordance  with  AFR  200-2 


concerning  the 


8 an  eai'th  satellite,  24  NoveMber  1952 


d. 


Age 


33  years 


e*  Occupation;  Senior  pilot,  3100  hours  in  varied  aircraft* 
Has  flo\iin  extensively  over  v;orld  air  routes  and  over  major  oceans  as 
aircraft  connander  in  MATS,  Presently  assigned  as  aircraft  commander 
in  weather  recoraiaissance  flights  based  at  53d  URS,  Burbonwood  RAF 
Station,  Fngland.  Mas  observed  Sputnik  I in  early  stage  of  exisbauoe 
over  England, 


f.  Education;  O^rer  three  years  college  credits, 

g.  Description  of  object; 

1 Shape  of  a star  of  medium  intensi 

2 Size  of  a medium  star,  or  the  head  of  a pin. 
2 Color  of  a star, 

4 One  in  ntinber. 

2 No  formation. 


6 It  was  observed  to  gain  in 
15  scoonds,  then  fade  for  approximately  15 

2 No  tail,  trail  or  exhaust. 


brightness  for  aprroxima tali' 
seconds , 


8 No  sound . 

No  other  unusual  foatui’es. 


2 


h*  Description  and  course  of  object, 

1 Co-pilot  sav/  what  ht?  thought,  at  first  to  be  a falling 
L'leteorite,  then  realised  the  object  waa  ia  view  longer  than  tho  norn.al 
burn  out  time*  He  called  thin  to  tho  attention  cf  t!io  aircraft 
commander,  the  navigator  and  the  woatliei*  oboex'var  (who  also  observed 

a provious  earth  satellite), 

2 Angle  of  elevation  v;as  observed  by  the  navig.'vLor  to 

be  20®  at  an  azimuth  of  230°  1?E0M  Horth  tracking  i.o  120®  when  it  first 
appeared. 

* 

2 Angle  of  olevation  was  20®  at  an  azimuth  of  120®  when 
it  disappeared , 

^ Tho  object  rose  from  our  right  quartering  rear  and 
made  an  arc  across  our  flight  path  with  a ina>d.mxm  elevation  of  35®. 

It  dicappeai’ed  to  the  left  of  our  nose. 

6 The  aircraft  coin.;ander  checked  his  Watch  at  172^2  when 
he  first  sighted  the  object  and  17292  when,  it  completely  disappeared, 

i.  Manner  of  observation. 

1 Air  to  air  sight. 
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2 tio  optical  aids. 

2 Aircraft  in  which  observers  were  flying  was  V7B-50 
AF-490288,  30,000*,  TH  160®,  270  kts,  from  Eurtonwood  H/iF  Station  Bnglaxid 

j • Time  and  date  of  sighting , 

1 17252,  24  November  1958. 

2 Night . 


longitude . 


2 Location  of  observers,  67°  10 *N  latitude,  12®  15 ’W 
This  is  approximately  90  miles  northeast  of  Iceland. 


k*  Heather  and  winds  aloft  condition  at  time  and  place  of 
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1 Scattered  deck  of  strata  cumulus  at  5?000*,  clear  overhead 

2 Hind  direction  270®,  velocity  40  knots  at  30,000*. 

3 Sky  clear. 

4 Visibility  100  mxTes. 

5 No  cloud  cover. 


6  No  thunderstorm  aclivlhy 
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1,  No  reported  or  loiown  unupuaX  activitie:^,  0iet&orologic?‘tl 
or  antronoiiiical  which  might  account  for  the  sighting. 

Ei.  No  interception  or  identification  action  taken. 

n.  No  knovra  air  traffic  in.  the  area  at  the  time  of  sighting, 

o.  No  physical  evidence. 
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